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 11th May 2020 

 
PLANS FOR POTENTIAL INCREASING CAPACITY OF SOME CLASSES  

 
Dear Parents, 
  

I am writing to update you on our plans for the potential increasing of the number of 
children we can invite back to school in order to try for children to return to school in 

some capacity in the near future.  
 
I am sure that you will have heard in the news and  social media over the past few days 

lots of discussions and conversations regarding people’s concerns, not only from parents: 
from staff in schools, from unions and from Local Authorities. I want to stress to you all, at 

this point in my letter, that the safety of your children, our staff and yourselves is the most 
important thing to us. Every decision that we make as a school, supporting by the 

governing board and Local Authority, over the  coming weeks will always come back to 
the question: “Is this safe for our children?” Then, and only then, will be begin the next 
phase of our proposed plan. 

 
In order to continue to work on these plans over the next few days to be presented to 

you next week we would like to request some information  from you and highlight some 
of the measures we will be putting into place to ensure that school is safe for everyone in 

it.  
 
Key Worker Children 

 
In order to support key workers either stay in work, or return to work after a period of 

furloughed leave, the Government are keen to ensure school place for the children of 
key workers. This would ideally, unless exceptional circumstances prevent, both parents 
being considered as key workers, in order to ensure as many children can return to their 

own year group as we naturally re-open for them. 
 

If you believe that you may be considered a key worker AND will require a place for your 

child/children at any point between 1st June and 17th July then please email the 
following information to Brentnall.primaryschool@salford.gov.uk before 3:30pm on 

Thursday 21st May 2020. 

• Your child/childrens name and their year group 

• What roles you feel you undertake to be considered a key worker 

• What date you will require a place from 

• The reason for the place being needed, i.e. where alternative childcare cannot 

be found. 
 

Please remember that we are not closed to the children of key workers. We are 
continuing to provide this offer from 9:00 – 3:00 for these key families and other identified 

children. Over the next two weeks, this provision will begin to look different as we prepare 
to increase the number of children and staff in the building. We will let these parents 

know of these changes. We will be closed for Bank Holiday – Monday 25th May.  

Social Distancing 
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The Government guidelines state that social distancing is important to maintain in order 
to reduce the virus spreading. Mrs Platt and myself, along with the other members of the 

leadership team are currently compiling all of the information we have received from the 
Department for Education/Local Autority and through consultations of staff responses. 

 
Below, I list SOME, but not all, of these social distancing measures, that I would like you to 

consider over the coming days. It will be an expectation that everyone in our school 

community follows these measures, not only to keep themselves and their own children 
and families safe, but to keep everyone safe! 

 

• Start and finish times for the school day will be staggered to ensure less children 

are in the entrance/exit areas at any one time. 

• We will make use of all 3 gates (including the car park gate) so that different year 

groups may enter/exit at different times. 

• Only one parent will be requested to bring their child/children to school to prevent 

the number of adults at the school gates. We also ask that parents promote social 
distancing and do not gather in small groups around the school grounds, 

particularly at the start and end times of the school day.  

• Any requests for contact with class teachers will not be able to take place at the 

start and end of the day, but there will be a new system for this and this will be 
shared with parents as their children return to school. 

• Travelling to school, wherever possible, should be done by car/walk/cycle. If this is 

not possible, and families need to use public transport, it is advised that you may 
wish to consider wearing a face mask. 

• Classes will be split into much smaller groups, usually with a teacher and teaching 

assistant (this may not be their usual teacher or teaching assistant) in a small 
“bubble” of up to 15 children. This number will often be lower than 15, particularly 
in the younger year groups to ensure we can achieve social distancing as best we 

can.  

• Children will be asked to bring their own water bottle filled with water only each 

day and take this home at the end of the day to be washed and cleaned and 

returned to school the following day. 

• Breaktimes and Lunchtimes will be staggered over a longer period to ensure 

bubbles do not come into contact with each  other. 

• Any children who bring a packed lunch to school will need to do so in a 

disposable bag that can be thrown away when their lunch has been eaten. 

• We are still confirming what the lunch offer from CityWide will be, but I envisage 

this will be a sandwich and snack, rather than the usual offer of a hot meal. This is 
due to the fact that we are unable to promote social disctancing for lunches in 
the hall, therefore children will eat their lunches in their bubble room. 

• There will be NO Breakfast Club or After School Club during the rest of the Summer 

term to ensure that children from different bubbles and year groups  do not come 
into contact with each other. 

• Children will be expected to wear their school uniform, with the exception of 

blazers and ties, and rules will be relaxed slightly to allow for uniforms to be 

washed EVERYDAY. 

 

 
A Phased Approach 
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We know that social distancing will be difficult for the younger year groups so we will be 

increasing the numbers of children in a phased approach to include YEAR 6 children first 

and only if it is safe to do so. This is a decision that has taken into account your concerns 
and has been made with the support of the Local Authority.  

It is likely that we will open to the Year 6 sometime in the week beginning the 1st June 

where children will be put into groups of no more than 12 children. These children will be 
in separate classrooms with a teacher and a teaching assistant. They will not mix with the 

other group at this time following strict timetables with staggered start and finish times – 
we will be vigilant with this. We will be contacting our Year 6 parents again with full 

details later this week or early next week.  

Once we are confident in our systems and that the children are settled into the strict 
routines, we will consider how to open to the younger children, beginning with the 

Reception children. As you will be aware, the plans that we put in place are subject to 
change and will be under constant review to ensure a safe environment for the children, 

our staff and yourselves.  

Any parent who initially declines the offer of a place for their child and wishes to change 
their mind at a later date must do so by contacting myself to discuss this. This place will 

only be available if the capacity for the school building has not reached its maximum 
and this does not cause disruption to the bubbles currently in school. 

As we increase the numbers of staff and children on the school premises, we will now be 
adhering to the social distancing measures that will be published on the school website 
later this week. This document will be updated regularly. We ask that you check these, at 

least weekly, to ensure you are aware of the latest set of measures we have in place. We 
will send a text message to highlight any changes. 

I promise that I will provide you with as much information as I can, as soon as I can. In the 
meantime – I want like to share a shout out for everyone in our Brentnall community. 

These last few weeks have tested us all in ways we never imagined. I cannot begin to put 
into words how proud and grateful I am to everyone for going above and beyond to 
ensure we are all able to return to school, when it is safe to do so, and ensuring we can 

continue to provide the best education for our children.  
 

We will get through this; we will get to the other side! 
 

#EverythingWillBeOk 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 

Mr M Thompson 
Headteacher 


