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RETURN TO SCHOOL – FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS! 

Good afternoon, 

I hope that everyone is having a pleasant summer holiday so far! The sun is certainly shining today and I 

hope you are all enjoying the warm weather whilst remembering to ensure we follow the latest government 

guidelines. 

I am sure that you will have all heard on the news that Greater Manchester is one of the areas where 

additional restrictions have been put into place, as the spread of the virus has seen an increase in recent 

weeks.   

The letter I planned to write today was aimed to answer some general questions that I feel parents may 

want to know the answers to ahead of September. However, I have added some additional information 

based on the recent restrictions placed on us by the government.  

I am sure there will be lots more questions, and we will try to answer these in future letters. We will also be 

contacting all families by telephone between Wednesday 2nd September and Friday 4th September to 

answer any additional questions that you may have before the children return to school on Monday 7th 

September.  

What do the new restrictions for Greater Manchester mean? 

It is unfortunate that these restrictions have been put into place but in summary, the new restrictions mean: 

• You should not meet with people who you do not live with in a home or garden, but can meet one 

other household in public space, or a group of 6 people, but must remember to socially distance.  

• You should not meet anyone who you do not live with in an indoor public venue – restaurant, café, 

places of worship etc.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS for parents 

(I have included any updated information from today’s press release in purple so the information is as up to 

date as can be) 

Question Answer 

Does my child have to 

attend school form 

September? 

Yes, all children in all year groups have to attend school from September. 

Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. 
All the staff at Brentnall are looking forward to seeing the children and 

their families again when we return on Monday 7th September. Following 

today’s guidance, the government’s plan remains for all children to return 

to school in September.  

Will there be a new risk 

assessment written for 

September opening? 

Yes, we have been busy preparing all of the rooms and areas around 

school in light of the latest government guidance. The guidance 

document is being updated over the summer, the latest version was 
issued just this week. We are continually updating and reviewing the risk 

assessments and the final version will be sent to the local authority for 

approval on Monday 24th August and will be returned to school within a 
week. Once approved it will be shared on the school website for parents 

to see. Any guidance received over the coming weeks will be included in 

the risk assessment before it is sent to the local authority.  

How will the classrooms be 

organised? 

As per the government guidance, the children in years 2-6 will be sat in 

rows, next to each other and not facing each other.  

Will the children be kept 2m 

apart from each other 

throughout the day? 

Children are not required to maintain 2 metres social distancing within 

their class/bubble. However, we will be encouraging social distancing 



between bubbles – playtimes and lunchtimes have been planned to 
support this.  

Will my child be bringing 

home a reading book? 

Yes, from September we will be sending reading books home with the 

children. These should stay at home and only be sent back into school 
each Friday when they will be changed. All of the books that have been 

used will be stored in a storage box for 72 hours until they can be returned 

to the class library to be sued by the next person.  

Will the vouchers for free 

school meals continue in 

September? 

No,, the vouchers system for parents of children eligible for Free School 

Meals will stop when the children return to school on Monday 7th 

September. We have kindly extended these vouchers for the week 
beginning 31st August due to the additional days we are closed to 

children for.  

Will I have to pay for dinners 

from September?  

As in previous years, children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be given 
a free school meal through the government scheme. Parents f children in 

Nursery, Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 may be eligible for Free School Meals. We 

encourage ALL parents of ALL children in ALL year groups to find out if 

they are eligible for free school meals as each child registered brings 

additional money into school to support children’s learning.  

 

I hope that the information provided in this letter is useful to our families. I hope that you are all 

enjoying the break, keeping safe and healthy and looking forward to returning back to school on 

Monday 7th September.  

 

I look forward to seeing everyone soon,  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Mr. Thompson,  

Headteacher 

The following questions and answers are taken from the www.gov.uk website on 31st July 2020. 

Does my household include close family members?                                                                              
Your household – as defined in law – is only the people you live with. If you have formed a support bubble 

(which must include a single adult household i.e. people who live alone or single parents with dependent 

children aged under 18) these can be treated as if they’re members of your household. 

What will be illegal?                 
It will be illegal for people who do not live together to meet in a private home or garden, except for limited 

exceptions to be set out in law. You should not host or visit people you do not live with, unless they’re in your 

support bubble. If you live in the affected areas, you should not visit someone’s home or garden regardless 

of whether this is in or outside of the restricted area. 

Can I still meet indoors with people in my support bubble?           
Yes. Where people from single adult households (people who live alone or single parents with dependent 

children aged under 18) have formed a support bubble with another household, they can continue to visit 

each other, stay overnight, and visit other public places as if they were one household. 

Can I still meet people outdoors?              
In line with the national guidance, you can continue to meet in public outdoor spaces in groups of no more 

than 6 people, unless the group includes only people from two households. You cannot meet people you 

do not live within a private garden. At all times, you should socially distance from people you do not live 

with – unless they are in your support bubble.               

I live in this area. Can I meet friends and family outside of the area in their homes?      

You should not travel outside of this area to meet people in their homes or garden.                 

Can I still visit friends and family in their homes for childcare?                     

You should not meet with people you do not live with in their homes or gardens. 

There are further questions and answers 
available at:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/north-
west-of-england-local-restrictions-what-
you-can-and-cannot-do  

 

http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/north-west-of-england-local-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/north-west-of-england-local-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/north-west-of-england-local-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do


Two households, or up to 6 people from multiple households, can still meet in outdoor public places (like 
parks) for childcare. Where people from single adult households (people who live alone or single parents 

with dependent children aged under 18) have formed a support bubble, they can continue to visit each 

other for childcare purposes.                         

Can my friends or family still visit to provide childcare?          

You should not meet with people you do not live with in their homes or gardens. Two households, or up to 6 
people from multiple households, can still meet in outdoor public places (like parks) for childcare. Where 

people from single adult households (people who live alone or single parents with dependent children 

aged under 18) have formed a support bubble with another household, they can continue to visit each 

other for childcare purposes.                  

Can people still come into my house if it’s part of their job?           

Yes. People can still come inside your home when they’re doing so as part of their work.    

Can I still go to work in this area?             

Yes. People living inside and outside of this area can continue to travel in and out for work. Workplaces must 

implement COVID-19 secure guidance. 

I live in this area. Can I still meet with my family and friends to celebrate Eid?                 

Due to higher rates of infection, if you live in this area you should not host or visit friends and family in each 
other’s homes or gardens. It will shortly be illegal to do so, unless specific exemptions apply. You also should 

not meet friends and family in other venues – including restaurants or cafes.  Up to two households, or 6 
people from any number of households may meet outdoors (excluding people’s gardens) where there’s a 

lower risk of infection. If you do so, you should still socially distance from those you do not live with, and 

avoid physical contact. 

You may attend a mosque or other place or worship, where COVID-19 secure guidance applies, but you 

must socially distance from people outside of your household. This means maintaining a distance of 2 

metres, or 1 metre with mitigations (such as wearing face coverings). We recommend at this time that, if 

possible, prayer/religious services take place outdoors.                    

I live in this area. Can I still go to cafes, restaurants, the gym and other public places?                                  

Yes. But you should only go with members of your own household – even if you are going outside of the 

restricted area.                    

I live in the area. Can people from outside of the restriction area visit me at my house?                 

No. This will be illegal.                 

Do I still have to shield if I live in this area?              

Clinically extremely vulnerable people will no longer have to follow the shielding guidance from the 1 
August, unless they live in Blackburn with Darwen in the north-west and other local affected areas across 

England where shielding continues.                       

Can I still visit a place of worship in the lockdown area?                    

Yes, but you must socially distance from people outside of your household. This means maintaining a 

distance of 2 metres, or 1 metre with mitigations (for example face coverings). We recommend at this time 

that if possible prayer/religious services take place outdoors.                    

Can I holiday in the lockdown area, or visit shops, leisure facilities, or cafes in it?                 

Yes. However, you must avoid socialising with people indoors when doing so.            

I live in the area. Can I leave the area to go on holiday?            

You should not travel outside of this area to meet people in their homes or gardens. You can still go on 

holiday, but you should only do this with people you live with (or have formed a support bubble with). 


