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Dear Parent and Carers, 

 SCHOOL PLACES DURING LOCKDOWN 
Firstly, I would like to thank you for your continued support in keeping our school community safe during the 
current lockdown. I am sure you will join me with a further thank you to all the staff, who are working hard to 
ensure that children can access high quality home learning. 
 
From speaking to the teachers and teaching assistants, I am incredibly proud of the engagement levels we 
are seeing from our children, and this is thanks to the support you are providing for them at home. Each 
morning the class teacher or teaching assistant will be putting a message on the class Google Classroom 
page for the children to respond to so that the teacher knows who is accessing the home learning and we 
can contact families who may be experiencing difficulties and offer additional support.  
 
This week is children’s mental health week and I am sure, along with me, you have some concerns over the 
impact that lockdown may have on your child. I am therefore asking that, as much as possible, you try to 
stick to the routine of the school day. Get up at your usual time and eat breakfast just as you would on any 
school day. Get dressed (doesn’t have to be school uniform) and get your learning space set-up for the 
day with all the things needed. Take regular breaks and stop for lunch. Try to keep special treats and 
games/movies/TV for the weekends. Keeping to a routine such as this will ensure that your child is ready to 
return to school and the change in routine won’t be a factor affecting this. It’s also good for our mental 
health as parents and adults! Please let us know if there is anything we can do to support this.  
 
We currently have an increasing number of children in school and are working over a number of bubbles. 
To support these bubbles we have around 20 members of staff in the building each day, and the rest 
working tirelessly at home in supporting home learning. If we were to open further bubbles I am very worried 
that this will have a negative impact on the quality of the home learning that is being delivered. Also, this 
will not be in line with the DfE guidance which requires us to limit the number of children in school as much 
as possible.  
 
We are currently receiving additional applications from parents requiring places and we are having to 
consider these applications on an individual basis. Any new applications for places in school will require 
verification from parents.  This will most likely be from your employer.  Please could we also ask, unless we 
have already seen this, for verification from those parents who already have a place assigned due to them 
being a critical worker. You can send your verification to info@brentnallschool.uk, through the post or with 
your child in a sealed envelope (for those with a current place). We have not had to use criteria to date, 
but if more applications are received we may have to follow LA guidance where critical workers of health, 
social care and education staff will be given priority over other workers listed in the government guidance.  
 
This does not apply to children that we have identified as vulnerable or to those that have an education, 
health and care plan (EHCP). These places will continue as planned. 

We continue to encourage you to only use school places where absolutely necessary, and wherever 
possible, keep children at home with access to home learning. Where parents have quoted that home 
learning is difficult, where this may have historically resulted in a place, I will be contacting parents to discuss 
this as we are currently reviewing these places. 

Just as you, I look forward to the day when ALL return to school full time. This will only happen if we work 
together now to ensure we get this virus under control and the infection rates low enough to be able to do 
so. I share your frustrations in the current situation but know that our strength and determination with ensure 
we are soon all back together.  

Once again, thank you for your continued support and encouragement. Please continue to keep 
yourselves and your families safe. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Matt Thompson, Headteacher 


