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Parents’ Update – Tuesday 23rd February 2021 
 
Dear parents,  
 
I am sure that you are aware of the announcement yesterday to open schools to ALL pupils in England from 
Monday 8th March. This announcement really does feel like the first sign of “light at the end of the tunnel” on 
our road out of lockdown and with the hope of returning to some level of normality very soon.  
 
I am pleased that the priority has been for schools to open to all pupils and want to reassure you that 
myself, along with the rest of the staff team, will do everything we possibly can to keep the children safe. 
Whilst I cannot stop the virus, I believe that our comprehensive risk assessment puts into place measures that 
follow all aspects of government guidelines. 
 
I would like to thank you all for your support during this entire pandemic. The last year has been challenging 
(to say the least!) but I am incredibly proud of what we have achieved and how our children have 
continued with their education under extremely difficult circumstances. It is all of our jobs now to get 
children back to school, support them during and beyond this period of transition and make sure that 
everyone in our school community is safe and well and our children are ready to learn!  
 
I know that the thought of children returning to school will bring mixed emotions for different people. As 
always, we are here to support our children and our families during this time. Please do speak to us if we 
can help your family during this time.  
 
Having now read the updated guidance for schools, I shall be working with the staff over the coming days 
to update our whole school risk assessment, based on this revised guidance and will share this with you and 
our plans for re-opening over the next few days and early next week.  
 
Below, I have summarised some of the key points from the guidance: 
 

• School will re-open to ALL pupils from Monday 8th March 2021. Attendance is mandatory and we 
will support children as they return to school, with a clear focus on their wellbeing and mental 
health. 

• Breakfast and After school clubs will begin again from Monday 15th March. This allows us the first 
week with the children to be able to organise which children need to access these provisions. The 
guidance states that parents should only use these provisions, where: 

o the provision is being offered as part of the school’s educational activities (including catch-
up provision)  

o the provision is as part of their child’s efforts to obtain a regulated qualification or meet the 
entry requirements of an education institution  

o the use of the provision is reasonably necessary to support them to work, seek work, 
undertake education or training, attend a medical appointment or address a medical need 
or attend a support group  

• School Uniform should be worn at all times. It may be necessary, during the colder months, to 
wear an extra layer such as a vest or t-shirt under their usual shirt and jumper as we will be ensuring 
that rooms are well ventilated throughout the day.  

• There will be no educational visits off site for the rest of this academic year – we will however plan 
provision in-line with guidance to offer a range of experiences for our children.  

 
 
 



I hope that this information is useful as we start to plan to re-open to all pupils from Monday 8th March 2021. I 
will be sharing lots more information over the coming days with you and you will be able to ask any 
questions during the weekly phone call with one of our members of staff, either this week or next.  
 
Keeping everybody safe and well! 
 
Making sure that our families are safe and well is incredibly important to us. We will continue to support as 
much as we can and we are regularly seeking support for our families, from charities and local businesses, 
who have been incredibly generous in supporting our school. 
 
If there is anything else that you feel we can do support you please let us know.  
 
Home Learning 
 
Home Learning will continue for the next 2 weeks and will finish on Friday 5th March, with the expectation 
that all children will return to school the following Monday.  
 
Home learning will only be provided from Monday 8th March 2021 for children who have been asked to self-
isolate following a positive test result, living with someone who has tested positive or has been identified as 
being a close contact of someone who has tested positive.  
 
And finally, 
 
I am really pleased that the announcement yesterday has provided some clarity on the upcoming opening 
of school. As we all know, schools are the best places for children to learn and to gain the social 
experiences with their friends. I am incredibly excited to see all the children as we return in just less than 2 
weeks time.  
 
I want to acknowledge how we appreciate that these past 12 months have been difficult and challenging 
for everyone. Everyone has experienced their own levels of anxiety and worry as we have worked to keep 
everybody safe and protect ourselves and our families from the virus. We are hearing positive news on the 
vaccine programme with the target of all adults being vaccinated by the end of July.   
 
I look forward to speaking with families over the coming weeks as we return to school and please remember 
that we are here to support you as much as we can.  

Thank you for your continued support, 

    

Mr. Matt Thompson   

Headteacher     
 


