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Rationale 
 
Learning and teaching are the key functions of our School. At Brentnall we aim to provide 
high quality learning experiences within all we do; in teaching the children through play, 
quality adult-led and child-led interactions, in the School environment and the 
interactions between all members of the School community. We believe that we teach 
the children through all that we do: through the implementation of the policies, systems 
and practice that determines the curriculum and school day; learning and teaching 
should not just be seen as an isolated activity that happens in a classroom.  Teaching 
needs to equip children with the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary, in order 
to enable them to play an increasingly useful and positive role in society and make 
informed choices about their lives both now and in the future. High quality teaching and 
learning experiences support children to be able to lead happy and rewarding lives, now 
and in the future. 
 

Aims and Objectives 
 
This policy aims to set out the key aspects of teaching and learning in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, this will be done by covering how: 

• Learning activities are well planned to ensure progress 
• Teaching and learning activities enthuse, engage and motivate children to learn, and foster their 

curiosity and enthusiasm for learning 
• Assessment informs teaching to ensure provision for support and challenge for all groups of learners 
• The learning environment is ordered, purposeful and children feel safe 
• Parental involvement supports learning 

 
Policy Content 

 
Learning activities are well planned to ensure progress 

• All adult-led sessions have clear objectives and outcomes 
• Next steps are clear for all children at all stages of development 
• The continuous provision provides purposeful and open ended opportunities to address gaps in 

learning. 
• Observations of children are regularly reviewed to ensure rapid progress 
• Data inputted for every term is analysed to ensure gaps in learning are addressed  

Teaching and learning activities enthuse, engage and motivate children to learn, and 
foster their curiosity and enthusiasm for learning 

• Children are encouraged to persevere and be resilient learners, therefore are keen to succeed 
• The pace of learning is optimised for progress and high quality outcomes 
• Children are encouraged to develop skills to allow them to be independent learners 
• Effective teaching strategies successfully engage pupils 
• Teaching follows children’s interests to motivate and enthuse  
• Open ended opportunities allow children to be curious learners 
• Teachers use their expertise and subject knowledge to develop children’s skills and understanding 
• Teachers question at an appropriate level for children’s development and encourage the use of 

discussion when answering 

 
 



 
Assessment informs teaching to ensure provision for support and challenge for all groups 
of learners 

• Children are motivated to learn through differentiated and challenging activities which build on 
prior knowledge and interests 

• Children with specific needs receive the appropriate level of support 
• Monitoring of learning is a continuous process of observation, assessment and planning in both 

adult-led and child-led activities 
• A group of children are targeted each week using an observe, teach, outcome model 
• High expectations of all children and planning/resources issues challenge for all 
• Data inputted, both the baseline and Target Tracker over the assessment cycles, are analysed in 

order to see gaps in learning/attainment 

The learning environment is ordered, purposeful and children feel safe 

• The classroom will have an atmosphere of mutual respect 
• Children feel safe and secure to speak freely 
• Children feel secure which enables them to take risks in their learning and learn from their mistakes 
• The organisation of the classroom, routines and resources optimise learning 
• Children are taught how to behave appropriately in the classroom and how to follow the always 

rules 
• Positive strategies are used for behaviour management 
• Children will be encouraged in their learning and their efforts will be praised 
• Continuous provision activities are purposeful in order to support children’s learning and 

development 

Parental involvement supports learning 

• Parents are encouraged to attend a ‘stay and play’ sessions in preparation for their child joining the 
school 

• Useful feedback is given to parents about their children’s learning through parent’s evenings, 
informal conversations, written reports and by having access to Target Tracker (their child’s online 
profile) 

• Parents are aware of how they can support their child’s learning at home 
• Regular parent’s afternoons allow parents to spend time in school with their child and observe 

teachers interactions with children. 
• The early year’s email address allows parents to share pictures/news directly with teachers easily. 
• Children have ‘I can’ passports, which state targets for children to support their transition to year 1. 

Parents are encouraged to support the children in completing these targets by practising/working 
on skills at home.  

 
 
Coronavirus amendments 

• ‘Stay and play sessions’ will take place again when safe to do so, hopefully July 2021. 
• Parents evenings will resume when safe to do so. 
• Parent’s afternoons suspended due to coronavirus. 
• Throughout the year 2020-21 there will be six recovery weeks, each with a well-being focus – these 

are subject to change. 
• In 2021, the early years foundation stage (EYFS) profile is not mandatory. Practitioners should use their 

best endeavours to complete it and provide the information to year 1 teachers and parents, if this is 
possible. Schools that complete the EYFS profile will not be subject to statutory external moderation. 

• There is no requirement to submit data to the local authority or to confirm whether you have 
completed it to the Department for Education. 


