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Leadership Policy 



Rationale 

Brentnall Community Primary School has an obligation under section 78 of the Education Act 
(2002) which requires all schools, as part of a broad and balanced curriculum, to promote the 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development of students at the school.  

In June 2014, the Secretary of State for Education announced that schools would be required to 
actively promote British values from September 2014.  

The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 
expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values.”  

The government originally set out its definition of British values in their 2011 Prevent Strategy and 
the Prime Minister has reiterated these this year.  

What are British Values? 

The British Values are defined as:  

• Democracy  
• The rule of law  
• Individual liberty  
• Mutual respect  
• Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs  

At Brentnall Community Primary School we are committed to actively promoting British values and 
this forms part of our wider work in school with children in relation to their Spiritual, Moral, Social 
and Cultural education (SMSC). At the heart of these values, lie good relationships in which 
teachers and children work together towards common goals. Much work was already in place to 
support and embed these values and it is our aim to ensure we effectively share this with pupils, 
staff, governors and the wider community. These values are integral to our school vision and ethos 
and are reinforced regularly in a variety of ways.  

Aims and Objectives 

At Brentnall Community Primary School we aim to:  

• Actively promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths 
and beliefs  

• Encourage pupils to develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow 
them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain.  

• Ensure that principles are actively promoted which: 
 

• Enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self- 
confidence  

• Enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and 
criminal law of England  

• Encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative 
and understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living 
and working in the locality in which the school is situated and to society more 
widely  

• Enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for 
public institutions and services in England 



• Promote further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions 
by enabling pupils to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own 
and other cultures  

• Encourage respect for other people, paying particular regard to the 
protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010  

• Encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the 
democratic process, including respect for the basis on which the law is made 
and applied in England  

• Prevent the promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any 
subject in the school and take such steps as are reasonably practicable to 
ensure that where political issues are brought to the attention of pupils they 
are offered a balanced presentation of opposing views. This should be:  

• While they are in attendance at the school  
• While they are taking part in extra-curricular activities which are 

provided or organised by or on behalf of the school 
• In the promotion at the school, including through the distribution of 

promotional material, of extra-curricular activities taking place at the 
school or elsewhere  

• Protect children and young people against the messages of all violent 
extremism including but not restricted to those linked to Islam ideology, Far 
Right/Neo Nazi/White Supremacist ideology etc.  

Being Part of Britain 

As a school, we value and celebrate the diverse heritages of everybody at Brentnall. Alongside 
this, we value and celebrate being part of Britain. In general terms, this means that we celebrate 
traditions and customs in the course of the year; for example, Patron Saints Days and celebrations 
at Christmas. We also value and commemorate national events such as Remembrance Day.  

Further, children learn about being part of Britain from different perspectives in foundation 
subjects. 

Democracy 

Democracy is embedded in the school. Pupils are listened to by adults and are taught to listen 
carefully and with concern to each other, respecting the right of every individual to have their 
opinions and voices heard. We encourage pupils to take ownership of not only their school but 
also of their own learning and progress. This encourages a heightened sense of both personal and 
social responsibility and is demonstrated on a daily basis by our pupils. The democratically elected 
School Council provides a more formal platform for class representatives to raise issues and 
suggest fundraising ideas. Parents’ opinions are welcomed at Brentnall through methods such as 
questionnaires, feedback at parents’ evenings.  

The Rule of Law 

The importance of law, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the country, 
are consistently reinforced throughout regular school days; when dealing with behaviour and 
through school assemblies. In order to help children understand how society cannot operate 
without a set of laws, we teach them how our school rules create an ordered, fair and safe place 
in which to learn. The class rules are agreed by the children and are displayed in classrooms. We 
help children to distinguish right from wrong and encourage children to resolve conflicts. The 
school has a clearly structured behaviour policy which all stakeholders understanding and follow. 
Visits from the police to talk to the children encourage pupils to understand that the law protects 
us and is essential for our wellbeing and safety.  

 



Individual Liberty 

Our children have the opportunity to make individual choices and express opinions that develop 
their character and self-belief. However, they are encouraged to develop these qualities in the 
context of the rights and needs of other members of our school community. We model freedom 
of speech through pupil participation in class in the context of a safe, fair, supportive and ordered 
learning environment. We discuss and challenge stereotypes and implement a strong anti-bullying 
culture. Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal 
freedoms and advise how to exercise these safely, for example through our E-Safety lessons. 
Whether it is through choice of challenge, of how they record, choose their lunch options, of 
participation in extra-curricular clubs and opportunities etc., pupils are given the freedom to 
make choices.  

Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

Respect is one of the core values. Children are encouraged to respect themselves and to respect 
individual differences. This is a fundamental principle that is put into practice in the classroom, 
around school, in the playground and in assemblies. We are lucky to have a diverse school 
community encompassing different languages, backgrounds and faiths. We help our children to 
acquire an understanding of, and respect for their own and other cultures and ways of life. We 
celebrate the languages spoken by some children in the school and the festivals celebrated by 
some of our families, visit different places of worship and welcome visitors who can widen our 
children’s horizons even further. We follow Salford’s agreed RE syllabus, which provides a broad 
and balanced education on a range of faiths, religions and cultures.  

Extremism 

The school is aware of the need to be vigilant when it comes to extreme attitudes or behaviour of 
any kind and appropriate actions will be taken accordingly. All staff are full trained by the local 
authority prevent lead. Our overriding aim is to teach children to be resilient to such attitudes. This 
involves pupils being taught how to ask probing questions and make sound judgements for 
themselves about what is right and wrong. 


